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A First Step in SMA Permit Preparation 
 

This information is from an active ‘live’ case that I am working on. Seemed good to share this 

information to help many people learn that the process can be manageable. 

 

This step is optional with the DPP…but, can be very fruitful if prepared well. 

 

See attached for both the application and the response I received from the DPP. 
  
This is for a shoreline property in an SMA district. 
Take a look at the bottom section describing the 'Activity or Development' and the info set inside the 
space on page 1. 
  
Because all of this information was supplied it allowed the reviewers to respond as found on page 2. 
The response of ‘…will not significantly affect the SMA and/or Special Wetlands area…’ is the coveted 
response we are anxious to receive – making life less cumbersome. 
  
The DPP has set up 'triggers' as outlined in the ROH  Ord23-003 and Ord23-004 both becoming effective 
on March 9th 2023.  By supplying the variety of inputs as listed - no 'triggers' were tripped and this 
application has boiled down to preparation of the base SMA Minor Permit application...I questioned the 
reviewer about this and discovered there was not an immediate requirement to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment [EA] for this project. 
  
However, the DPP reviewer advised that they 'could' invoke this requirement while performing the review 
of the full on SMA permit application. Meaning, the skipping of the EA is not absolute; only in abeyance 
for now. 
  
Maybe we can chat about this when you are able. 
  
Aloha; 

 
 

Randy Trager 
Design Build Properties Ltd 
Trager Design 
PO Box 971705 
Waipahu HI 96797-1705 
808-778-3343 
tragerdesign808@aol.com 
www.tragerdesign808.com 
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By supplying a number of drawings etc it helped the reviewers to make the determination that appears to be favorable to the property owner.  I.E. less info may not work out as well as did here.
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Below they state "will not significantly affect the SMA and/or Special Wetlands area."
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these are not applicable to your project at the moment. But could be during the next stage of review
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This is good for your project! :)



